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In Chinese, autism, or guduzheng, translates literally to “lonely disease”. Although it afflicts an estimated five
million people all over China, autism is a relatively unknown disorder, not even diagnosable by most doc-
tors. With this as the starfing point, we have set out to open a dialogue for the “lonely”, to raise awareness
of autism and explore the abilities of human communication in general. Autistic children and their families
have come together with artists through a series of workshops, exhibition, and an auction to benefit the
Stars & Rain Education Institute for Autism. The project has aimed to take artists out of their studios, out of
the haven of Beijing’s 798 arts district and ask the ability of art to communicate in a wholly different context.
To look for a common place amidst the commonplace. In this sense, the project is about questioning the
spaces we inhabit in society and the possibility for investigating new forms of exchange. About you and me
and everything in between.

Workshops have brought over twenty well-known or emerging contemporary artists such as the Gao Broth-
ers (CN), Anouchka van Driel (NL), Lico BangMing (CN) and Stella Wi (KO) together with the students of Stars
& Rain, and confributions have been made by many others, including Ma Han (CN), Duan YingMei (DE/CN)
and Bai YiLuo (CN).

All works will be available for international auction on eBay from 23 November to 10 December, with pro-
ceeds to benefit the NGO Stars & Rain. Go to www.ebay.com.cn and link to Z:0X &, or type in your
browser. http://pages.ebay.com.cn/om/specialpromo/charity/index.html

“commonplace” runs from 25 November - 11 December at the ICEbox Cultural Centre in Beijing.

opening reception / Friday, 25 November, 15.00 - 21.00
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For more information about the project, please contact ho@autismchina.org or +86 137 1855 6089.

ICEbox3 L H: 0 b AR B E FRF
X EFEE_RK/7S

ICEbox Cultural Centre

at Beijing City International School

No. 77 Baiziwan Nan Er Road

near Dawanglu subway
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